
"Jayme Stone's Folklife" follows the bends and bayous through the deep river of song, story and folkways. Evolving out of 
the "Lomax Project," this gathering of versatile musicians blows the dust o� of old songs and remakes them for modern 
ears. With spellbinding singing, virtuosic playing and captivating storytelling, their concerts and educational programs 

are moving, inventive and participatory experiences. 

"A fresh contemporary take on 
musical treasures."

NPR

"A truly inventive spin on some 
very old tunes." 

GEORGIA STRAIGHT

"A transatlantic session with 
blood, guts and grit."

THE HERALD

"A musical evangelist, Stone 
loves using fresh approaches to 

get people hooked on wider 
musical traditions."

EDMONTON JOURNAL

JAYME STONE'S FOLKLIFE

SEA ISLAND SPIRITUALS, CREOLE CALYPSOS AND STOMP-DOWN APPALACHIAN DANCE TUNES

JAYME STONE (BANJO, VOICE)   MOIRA SMILEY (VOICE, ACCORDION)   JOE PHILLIPS (BASS, VOICE)   SUMAIA JACKSON (FIDDLE, VOICE)



"Our audience still hasn't stopped talking about the Lomax Project! The concert was truly a joy from beginning to end: 
beautifully performed, charmingly presented, with much variety and clear research behind the music. The stellar 
performers connected deeply with our audience and it was one of the highlights of our 2015-16 season."
NATALIE NEUERT – UVM Lane Series, Burlington, VT

"Jayme put together a wonderful ensemble that thoroughly engaged the audience with their virtuosity, musical integrity, 
and irrepressible charm. This concert is a presenter’s dream… great music, low tech, and passionate artists who are easy 
to work with and deliver the goods!"
MERVON MEHTA – Koerner Hall, Toronto, ON

"The combination of your knowledge and extremely sensitive handling of the artistic material is nothing short of 
impressive. It’s clear that the musicians in your group have deep respect for you and the powerful artistic space you 
create for them—and that’s obviously heavily rooted in your musical gifts, but it extends way beyond that to your 
intellect and your openness as a human being. We very much look forward to when another “Jayme Stone Project” will be 
presented in our community."
TODD WETZEL – Purdue University, Lafayette, IN

"Jayme Stone is an artist-revolutionary for our time."
MARC RABIDEAU – DePauw University, Greencastle, IN

"One of the best concerts in the last twenty years!"
MIKE BARKER – Market Hall Arts Center, Peterborough, ON

PRESENTERS



Teaching is a core part of "Jayme Stone’s Folklife.” The project transforms performing arts centers, universities, music 
camps and festivals into creative hubs where students gather to reimagine their roots and explore their cultural heritage. 
Stone has led workshops and residencies at the Berklee College of Music, Tufts University, Purdue University, East 
Tennessee State University, DePauw University, Pomona College, MTSU Center for Popular Music, Alasdair Fraser’s Sierra 
Fiddle Camp, Targhee Music Camp, Mike Block String Camp, Fiddleworks, Silkroad Global Musician Workshop, and more.

We aim to make workshops participatory. Students (musicians and “regular folks”) will sing, stomp and experience the 
richness of traditional music. We like to create conversations about musical styles, the provenance of songs, and the social 
underpinnings of the music. We pull back the curtain on our artistic process. We are always asking the vital question of 
how to honor musical traditions while expressing our own voices and views.

EDUCATION

"If anyone had asked me if they should try some of those 
songs you chose to record—especially the African 
American ones—I would have said don't do it. You'll never 
get it right. But, whoa, did you ever get them right! A 
brilliant album."

JOHN SZWED  – Author of "Alan Lomax: The Man Who 
Recorded the World"

"The record has re-ignited Lomax's best aspects. A 
wonderful project, excellent music, adventurous 
interpretations, powerful singing and great performances 
all around."

JOHN COHEN – Musician, folklorist, founding member of 
the “New Lost City Ramblers"

"I can't begin to calculate the number of times I've 
listened. Wonderful stu�. What I most like is the 
sense—right up front—that these brilliant, inventive, 
wildly skilled musicians also really know the Lomax 
collection. They've heard the old stu� and it comes 
through. And to be able to play the hell out of the 
instruments and then sing unaccompanied harmonies? 
Just fabulous."

JEFF DAVIS – Musician, scholar

"Jayme is one of the most well rounded and intensely 
curious musicians I have had the opportunity to study 
with."

CHARLOT TE FORMICHELLA – Fort Collins, CO

“Working with Jayme has been by far the best thing that's 
every happened to my banjo-playing."

DAVID MARMOR  – Los Angeles, CA

“Jayme Stone is one of the most innovative and creative 
banjo players we’ve ever heard. He’s in a rari�ed class with 
Béla Fleck. Over and above his performance, arranging 
and composing skills, for his classes at the Woods Music 
Camp Jayme was exceptionally well prepared and 
completely engaged and captivated a large group. Jayme 
understands the power of music and community—he was 
collaborating with all the other performer sta� and many 
of the campers. It was a joy to have him on sta� and we 
wouldn’t hesitate to have him back.”

GRIT LASKIN  – Director, Woods Music 
& Dance Camp, Bark Lake, ON

ELDERS STUDENTS



WORKSHOPS

Audiences are introduced to folk instruments, experience diverse performance practices, sing and stomp in community, 
listen to and learn about �eld recordings, discover the banjo’s West-African roots, explore the music’s cultural heritage, 
and hear world-class music performed live. This program is perfect for K-12 classroom visits, assemblies, libraries, and 
festivals. 

UNIVERSITY CLASSROOM VISITS  

This program can be designed to suit the curriculum of ethnomusicology, folklore, or American studies departments. 
Programs can include presentations, audiovisual material, conversation, musical participation, and performance. We aim 
to bring the history, stories and traditions that underpin the music alive through creativity and collaboration.

THE COLLABORATORY—FOR EXPERIENCED MUSICIANS AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Together, teachers and students explore material from the Library of Congress’ American Folklife Center, Alan Lomax’s 
“Global Jukebox,” and �eld recordings collected by many folklorists. They will experience songs from a wide spectrum of 
folk music including Appalachian ballads and �ddle tunes, African-American spirituals and shouts, and songs from the 
Caribbean and Bahamas. Students will learn the provenance of songs, transcribe lyrics from �eld recordings, and get 
coached in creating contemporary arrangements of traditional music. This program is ideal for string camps, emerging 
and professional musicians, and University music programs.

CAMPS AND MASTERCLASSES 

Band members teach individually and together at music camps. Jayme Stone teaches banjo styles of every stripe, as well 
as classes open to everyone on rhythm, improvisation, cultural entrepreneurship, and more. Moira Smiley teaches singing 
with classes like “Colors of the Voice,” “Your Voice Is a Traveler,” and “Hambone and Harmony.” Sumaia Jackson teaches 
�ddle with classes like “Old-Time Fiddle Bowing,” and “Chops and Grooves.” Joe Phillips teaches bass, specializing in 
bowing, moving between styles, and also Irish and Canadian guitar accompaniment. Together, the band teaches songs 
from their “Lomax Project” and "Folklife” repertoire: shape note hymns, sea island ring shouts, work songs, square dance 
tunes, and more. 

OFFERINGS

"JAYME'S APPROACH IS EYE-OPENING AND FRESH. HE HAS A 
WAY OF LOOKING AT MUSIC (AND EVERYTHING REALLY) THAT 
MAKES YOU SEE THINGS LIKE ITS THE FIRST TIME AND ALLOWS 

TOM LAASER  – Boston, MA


